
In-bye
Avoid disturbing or damaging black
grouse lek sites.
Retain upland meadows that are rich
in wild flowers – meadows are a
valuable food source.
Retain or add arable areas in the
uplands – particularly turnips with
patches of weeds.
Retain arable stubbles over winter.

Young conifer

plantations
Prolong the value of maturing
plantations and second
rotation woodlands by:

planting at a low density,
and/or leaving large gaps
between blocks
including fringes of
broadleaves – such as
rowan, birch and hawthorn
– to provide food in winter
leaving sparse tree cover at
the forest edge to encourage
ground vegetation.

Mature

plantations
Look for opportunities to:

widen rides and create 
open ground
thin tree cover at
compartment edges
protect and establish areas
of broad-leaved trees
retain and create
marshy/boggy areas
safeguard lek sites in
clearings and on tracks.

Wetland areas
Retain existing boggy areas
on the hill, in-bye and in
forests – these are a rich
source of invertebrates for
chick rearing.
Block ditches to create or
enhance wet areas for black
grouse. 

Lek sites
Ideal leks have an open aspect
and are often grazed short.

Keep vegetation short at
known lek sites.
Avoid planting trees,
supplementary stock
feeding, or erecting stock or
deer fences near to lek sites.

Deer fences and

stock fences
Fence collisions are a
significant cause of black
grouse mortality. Deer fences
should only be erected,
maintained or renewed where
there are no other viable
means of deer control – and
only after proper assessment
of the risks. In addition:

remove all redundant fences
mark existing fences (where
continued use is considered
necessary) according to
current best practice – see
contact details on back page
position stock fences clear of
flight-lines to and from leks
or important feeding areas.

Weather

Provide a mosaic of open and
dense vegetation to lessen the
effects of wet and cold weather in
late May and throughout June
that can reduce black grouse
chick survival. These adverse
effects on chick survival may
worsen in tall, dense vegetation.

Black grouse
conservation
advice for land managers

Shooting
Avoid shooting black
grouse.
Brief guns on drive days not
to shoot black grouse.
Given the current plight of
black grouse, many grouse
moor owners operate a
voluntary ban. Some estates
impose fines for accidental
shooting.A mix of heather

types

Create a mosaic of heather
age and structure by:

controlling sheep, deer and
cattle grazing
siting foddering/winter
feeding sites away from
important black grouse
habitat
using muirburn/heather
burning or swiping to create
a patchwork of long and
short heather.

’White hill’
In summer, manage grazing
on white hill to:

create a sward with some
areas more than 30 cm high
allow plants to flower and
seed.

Predator control
Predation by crows and foxes
can cause chick mortality and
breeding failures. Legal
predator control can improve
black grouse productivity.

Semi-natural

woodlands
Look for opportunities to
create and expand native
woodlands. In winter, avoid
using them for:

wintering livestock as these
woodlands provide
sheltered feeding and
roosting sites for black
grouse, as tree damage and
suppressed regeneration is
detrimental
pheasant coverts/shoots
that will disturb black grouse.
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In any one year, black grouse w
ill use a w

id
e range of

habitats for feed
ing, lekking (d

isplaying), nesting, chick-
rearing, cover and

 shelter.  B
lack grouse need

 this
com

bination of d
ifferent habitats.  Farm

ers, foresters,
m

oorland
 m

anagers and
 keepers all play a vital role in

safeguard
ing these habitats in the parts of B

ritain w
here

black grouse rem
ain.

W
h

e
re

 th
e

y
 a

re
 a

n
d

 w
h

y

B
lack grouse use in-bye habitats on hill farm

s, often
lekking on perm

anent pasture at the m
oorland

 ed
ge.

H
erb-rich m

ead
ow

s provid
e a good

 source of year-round
food

, particularly in autum
n/

w
inter and

 potentially for
chick-rearing in spring. H

ill arable field
s m

ay provid
e

shelter plus grain and
/

or w
eed

 seed
s in autum

n and
w

inter.  Spring cereals and
 turnips w

ith w
eed

s m
ay be

particularly good
.

Young conifer plantations (pre-thicket stage) suit black
grouse – the absence of grazing anim

als allow
s good

ground
 cover to d

evelop for nesting and
 chick-rearing. A

s
plantations m

ature, the canopies close, red
ucing ground

vegetation and
 the plantation’s value to black grouse.

M
ature plantations can provid

e shelter and
 food

 for black
grouse. W

here patches of w
ell-spaced

 native broad
leaves

are includ
ed

, they are im
portant sources of food

throughout the year; black grouse also eat larch bud
s in

spring. H
ow

ever, plantations can also be hazard
ous for

black grouse: forests m
ay harbour pred

ators; d
eep d

itches
m

ay cause high chick m
ortality, and

 d
eer fences cause

ad
ult losses.

Sem
i-natural w

ood
land

 and
 scrub – often in

cleughs/
cloughs/

gills – can provid
e food

 for black
grouse, includ

ing shoots, bud
s and

 berries. T
he sem

i-
natural Scots pine forests of the Scottish H

ighland
s are

also a classic habitat for black grouse.
Patches of sem

i-im
proved

 grassland
 on open hills, and

perm
anent pasture on the in-bye can provid

e lek sites for
black grouse. W

inter stock-feed
ing sites are often used

 for
lekking in the spring.
B

lack grouse require long heather – over 40 cm
 – to shelter

and
 hid

e nesting fem
ales. T

hey also feed
 on heather and

blaeberry/
bilberry shoots. E

xtensive areas of solid
, tall

heather can hind
er chick m

ovem
ent.

M
any black grouse nest and

 rear their young in the
grass/

rush/
sed

ge m
osaic found

 on the ‘w
hite hill’ of the

m
oorland

 ed
ge. T

hey m
ay m

ove to heather-d
om

inated
ground

 in the w
inter.  

B
oggy/

m
arshy areas provid

e vital feed
ing opportunities

for black grouse: cotton grass bud
s are an im

portant food
for hens in early spring; w

etland
s, being rich in

invertebrates, are favoured
 chick-rearing habitats in

sum
m

er, and
 rush and

 sed
ge seed

s are often eaten in late
sum

m
er and

 autum
n. 

J
U

L
A

U
G

S
E

P
O

C
T

N
O

V

N
e

s
ti

n
g

 a
n

d
 c

h
ic

k
-r

e
a
ri

n
g

(l
ef

t)
: B

la
ck

 g
ro

u
se

 n
es

t 
o

n
 t

h
e 

g
ro

u
n

d
, c

o
n

ce
al

ed
 in

 lo
n

g
 v

eg
et

at
io

n
 (

40
 c

m
 o

r 
ta

lle
r)

, u
su

al
ly

h
ea

th
er

. T
h

ey
 la

y 
eg

g
s 

in
 m

id
-M

ay
/e

ar
ly

 J
u

n
e,

 a
n

d
 in

cu
b

at
io

n
 t

ak
es

 a
ro

u
n

d
 4

 w
ee

ks
. T

h
e 

fe
m

al
e 

le
ad

s 
th

e 
ch

ic
ks

 t
o

 f
ee

d
 in

ar
ea

s 
o

f 
in

se
ct

-r
ic

h
 c

o
ve

r,
 s

u
ch

 a
s 

w
et

 f
lu

sh
es

.

G
ro

u
p

s
 o

f 
m

a
le

 b
la

c
k
 g

ro
u

s
e

(r
ig

h
t)

 t
ak

e 
p

ar
t 

in
 c

o
m

p
le

x 
co

m
m

u
n

al
 d

is
p

la
ys

 k
n

o
w

n
 a

s 
le

ks
 t

o
 a

tt
ra

ct
 a

 m
at

e.
 T

h
ey

 o
cc

u
r 

at
tr

ad
it

io
n

al
 s

it
es

 a
n

d
 t

ak
e 

p
la

ce
 in

 t
h

e 
ea

rl
y 

m
o

rn
in

g
 a

n
d

 a
t 

d
u

sk
.

M
a
le

M
a

le
F

e
m

a
le

F
e

m
a

le

B
la

c
k
 g

ro
u

s
e
 d

is
trib

u
tio

n
 

a
n

d
 p

o
p

u
la

tio
n

B
lack grouse live on m

oorland
, in conifer plantations and

 in
native w

ood
land

s – m
ostly in upland

 areas of B
ritain, from

W
ales to N

orthern Scotland
. A

rable field
s (stubbles) and

 in-bye
grassland

s at the m
oorland

 ed
ge are also used

.

T
he range of black grouse in B

ritain contracted
 by 28%

 betw
een

tw
o m

ajor bird
 d

istribution surveys (1968–72 and
 1988–91). T

his
is a big contraction, und

oubted
ly associated

 w
ith a big d

ecline
in their population. A

ccurate national population trend
s are not

yet available because there has, so far, only been one national
black grouse population survey – in 1995/

6. H
ow

ever, black
grouse counts in several stud

y areas across B
ritain have

d
eclined

 stead
ily. 

T
he national survey estim

ated
 the B

ritish population at around
6,500 d

isplaying m
ales. A

bout 150 of these bird
s w

ere in W
ales,

1,700 in N
orthern E

ngland
 and

 5,000 in Scotland
. W

ithin
Scotland

, north-east and
 south-w

est Scotland
 held

 the largest
num

bers, each region hold
ing an estim

ated
 1,500 d

isplaying
m

ales. T
he B

ritish population figure w
as w

ell below
 previous

estim
ates of the national population. 
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