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Advisory GROUSE

Produce a best practice guide for advisers. PO . 1

Dumfries and Galloway
LOCAL SPECIES ACTION PLAN

Provide advice to landowners/managers on habitat
preferences and management prescriptions for

black grouse, including the use of advisory FC, FWAG, N X
workshops for targeted groups and individuals. SAC, SNH, _b] ectives
Run four workshops/seminars by 2000. PO SOAEFD . . . . . . 1,23

Establish two demonstration sites (one private, one

public), using habitat management, to show what

can be done for black grouse, in forestry and PO, FE, Lo BB 2] e L) i)

private/farm areas. FWAG, SNH . 2 Objective 1

Research and Monitoring Maintain the current black grouse breeding population and distribution
Confirm the status of newly reported leks, and FE, FWAG, in Dumfries and Galloway.

identify and confirm other lek sites in Dumfries RSPB, SNH, Tareet

and Galloway, through survey during March - May. PO SWT . . . . . . 1 arge

Ensure no net loss during the lifetime of this plan.

Report sightings of black grouse to project officer

for collation. All . . . . . o 1,3 Objective 2

q et q Increase black grouse numbers in Dumfries and Galloway.
Continue monitoring black grouse numbers in the

Galloway Forest Park and establish a monitoring Target
I(),’r(;lgmmme'tﬁ fozef Oth_el' keyl}eks dul; Dl;lmfries. and PO, FC. FE Increase Dumfries and Galloway population by 10% and ensure a
a loway, with information coflated by the project ) S T : : minimum of 100 lekking males within the Gall Forest Park, by 2005.
officer (all key leks to be counted twice per annum). FWAG, SNH | - . . . . . 1,3 S pecies Pro file ° . e R S
Review, after six months, the implementation of WORK OBJECTIVE
each agreed management plan. PO landowners . . . . U . 1,23 Common Name: ..
Objective 3
Review, annually, the implementation of agreed Black Grouse E black s included " .
management plans. PO landowners . . . . . . 1,23 nstfre : ac : gro‘usc: is included as part of a progra‘mme to ralse.awa-reness
. fi of biodiversity, its importance and the need for its conservation in the
Report information on fence collisions to the PO, FE, FWAG Scientific Name: region.
project officer for collation RSPB, SNH . . . . . . 1,23 Tetrao tetrix Targets
Communications and Publicity Set up public awareness programme 1999.
Publicly promote the black grouse as a species in UK Biodiversity Status: Run public awareness programme until 2005.
need of conservation assistance, using press releases, FE, FWAG, Priority Species Audiences: public, relevant special interest groups, landowners, land
articles, newsletters, talks, etc. PO RSPB, SNH . U . . . . 1,3 T
gers.
Plan Monitoring UK Lead Partners:
Monitor and review this plan. Loc.al Biodiversity RSPB, Game Conservancy Trust
Action Plan
Steering ent Status
Group PO . o All Dumfries and Galloway Status:

Local Priority Species

Published Sources:
Gibbons, Reid &

Relevant Habitat Action Plans: Chapman (1993)
Unpublished Sources:
Acid Grassland, Upland Heathland P Norman, R. Mearns

Planted Coniferous Woodland

Statutory Protection:

Special protection under Annex 11/2
of the EC Habitats Directive and
Appendix 111 of the Bern Convention

all evidence of
breeding records:

The black grouse is a bird of open woodland and moorland edges. Its range extends
from northern Europe to northern Asia, and although once common throughout
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these areas, the species has declined rapidly in recent years and is currently on the
verge of extinction in several countries.

Surveys carried out by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), the
Game Conservancy Trust (GCT) and Forest Enterprise (FE) show that the UK black
grouse population fell from around 25,000 males in the early 1990s to approximately
6,380 males in 1996. Continued monitoring of leks (areas where black grouse males
gather at dawn to display) suggests that the current (1998) population could be as
low as 4,500 males.

In England birds are now restricted to the North Pennines, where around 700 males
remain; the Welsh population consists of a scattering of approximately 160 males;
there are no black grouse in Ireland; the remainder of the UK population (around
3,500 males) is spread widely, but thinly, in suitable areas throughout Scotland.

The RSPB and FE estimate Dumfries and Galloway’s black grouse numbers at
around 350 males, representing about 7% of the UK population. In Dumfries and
Galloway they are almost entirely restricted to young conifer plantations and
moorland/rough grazing areas at the forest edges. In a few areas, particularly in
Dumfriesshire, low numbers can still be found in their more traditional habitat of
moorland with native scrub. The biggest known lek in 1997 had twelve cocks present,
with the second biggest having seven. The majority of leks, however, currently hold
fewer than three cocks, and there appears to be an increasing number of single-bird
leks.

Although most estates operate a voluntary ban on shooting black grouse, it remains
a quarry species, protected by the Game Acts with a close season from 11th
December to 19th August.

\‘/ Ecology and Management
L4

Black grouse require vegetative cover for nesting, roosting and protection from
predators. Their dietary requirements are wide-ranging but generally feature high-
protein cotton grass, pine and larch buds in spring, then berries and seeds in
summer and autumn. In winter, shoots and buds of heather, blacberry, pine, birch,
rowan and juniper are utilised, plus grain, if available, from stock feeders or stubble
fields. Invertebrates are also a particularly important source of protein in the diet

W)

p Current Factors Causing
Loss or Decline

It is thought that the main reasons for the decline of black grouse include:
e Loss, degradation and fragmentation of habitat.

* Higher grazing pressure, which has reduced the quality and area of herb-rich
pasture and marshy, invertebrate-rich areas.

e Improvement of higher moorland edges, through drainage, re-seeding and grazing.

e Changes in agricultural practices, including the increased use of fertilisers,
pesticides and herbicides, and the loss of stubble fields.

* Canopy closure in afforested areas (currently c. 25% of Dumfries and Galloway)
on poorer quality agricultural land.

¢ Increased numbers of predators, such as foxes and crows, could be detrimental,
especially in areas where black grouse numbers are already low.

* Poor weather conditions, which can affect black grouse chick survival.
e Disease, which can occasionally be a factor in local declines.

¢ Collisions with fences and other obstacles, including over-head wires.
e Illegal shooting and over-shooting.

¢ Human disturbance at leks.

Opportunities and
Current Action

e Forestry management work being carried out in Scandinavia, involving the
selective opening-up of areas of forest, is benefiting black grouse and other
species, whilst in Holland, the remaining, tiny population of black grouse and
their lek sites have been afforded total protection.

e Several black grouse recovery projects have been initiated in the UK, with the
support of conservation, forestry, farming and landowning bodies, to publicise
the decline of black grouse numbers and to attempt to halt it by offering practical
advice to landowners and farmers on habitat management. Similar advice is
currently also being distributed by conservation bodies.

e There is potential for black grouse to benefit from the general sympathetic
habitat management promoted by agri-environment and woodland schemes.

e Some estates, such as Buccleuch Estates Ltd, (BEL), have introduced voluntary
bans on shooting black grouse.

¢ In Dumfries and Galloway, a black grouse recovery project was initiated in April
1998 with the financial support of the RSPB, FE and Scottish Natural Heritage
(SNH).

e Within the publicly owned forests in Galloway, FE staff monitor black grouse
numbers, in accordance with the Galloway Forest Birds Initiative, providing an
invaluable base for habitat management and further research.
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at the pre-laying stage, and chicks must have a ready supply of insects to eat during g . .
the first three weeks after hatching. Pol'lcy and Legi slatlo.n . .

Review the current options under agri-environment schemes and woodland grant FC, FE, FWAG,
' ‘ schemes, with a view to the production of best practice models which can be put RSPB, SAC,
. to the Scottish Office Agriculture, Environment and Fisheries Department (SOAEED) SNH,

and the Forestry Commission (FC), for possible inclusion in revised schemes. SOAEFD

‘. Biodiversity Context

Site and Species Safeguard and Management
Oppose development and other plans that would adversely affect key black grouse DGC, EC, FWAG,
e Stem or reverse the decline in numbers and range of the black grouse in the areas. RSPB, SNH,

UK, in order to hold or restore the population to its 1996 size and range by 2005. SOAEFD

The UK Action Plan for black grouse has the following objectives:

Draw up black grouse management plans for relevant nature reserves and
other key land-holdings.

landowners,
RSPB, SNH, SWT

e In the long term (20 years), increase the range and abundance of the black grouse
in the UK.

Devise integrated management plans for all 40 known key leks (leks holding three
or more cocks since 1992) in Dumfries and Galloway by April 2000 and any
subsequently identified key leks by 2005. PO

* Prevent further fragmentation of populations within the range of the black

srouse. FE, FWAG,

landowners
* Promote recolonisation of formerly occupied areas between currently isolated

populations by 2005. Implement agreed management plans for key leks in Dumfries and Galloway

landowners FC, SNH, SOAEFD

Review the need for deer fences and the need to mark these and stock fences in FC, FE,
black grouse areas, with a view to reducing the number of collisions. landowners

Collate information on legal and illegal shooting of black grouse in order to
establish the potential impact on the species.

FE, FWAG, GCT,
RSPB, SNH, SWT,
PO landowners

PO, FE, FWAG

Inform landowners of instances of illegal shooting of black grouse. WLO

Implement responsible legitimate predator control in areas with low
numbers of black grouse.

GCT, RSPB,
landowners SNH, SWT
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